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IRVINE, CA: "A Common Man is not ordi- -

nary, he can do extraordinary things," that
phrase resonated throughout the evening at
the University of California, Irvine's Social Sci-
ences Lecture Hall, where Arpan Foundation
presented Professor Ajit Kelkar and his one-
man play, R K. Laxman's Common Man.

The play is based on Rasipuram
Knshnaswamy Laxman's popular satirical
comic series - You Said It - which published
daily in the Times of India since 1951.

Author and Cartoonist, R.K. Laxman cre-
ated a character of an old man wearing a
short cotton dhoti, black leather shoes with
no socks, round Gandhiesque-glasses, a re-

ceding hairline and a face with an undying
bewildered look. This character with no

name came to be known to the public as the
"Common Man." s
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R K. Laxman's comic series, You Said It,
focused on issues such as political corrup-
tion, scarcity of commodities, degrading in-

"Lthe Common Man, was arepresentat;{li \ frastructure and other issues that aﬁ'ectedr

‘the dally lives of the Indmn people.
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The extraordinary Common Man

Contid from page 51

The one-man play written in
Marathi by Anil Joglekar, and
translated into English by
Gautam Joglekar, took the audi-
ence on a reminiscing journey to

the post-independence India
where dictatorial Prime Minster
Indira Gandhi tried to silence the
Common Man through Emer-
gency Censorships, and where
corruption prevailed over the
lives of Indian citizens.
However, the main focus of
the play is to "give voice to the
mute Common Man, and infiltrate
the Janta of India to awaken its
spirits to new heights of aware-
ness, so that the people of India

Arpan foundation members

can stand-up against the injus-
tices," voiced Prof. Kelkar.
"Never underestimate the power
of a common man; it is a latent
power that should be used dis-
cretely.”

Professor Kelkar's astounding
eye-opening performance cer-
tainly gave an articulate and re-
sounding voice to the once si-
lenced Common Man, "mere
mute observation is not enough,
action must be taken to bring
about changes" elucidated Pro-
fessor Kelkar.

And the Arpan Foundation is
anything but mute. The organi-
zation that started in 1984 in In-
dia with a Blood Bank has mush-
roomed and provides financial
support to 20 different humani-
tarian institutions that silently
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help improve the lives of the ne-
glected and forgotten people in

the Indian society.
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By ProF. AJIT KELKAR

The Arpan Foundation is dif-
ferent from other charitable or-
ganizations as it is solely based

on volunteers and 100 percent of
the funds collected go directly
to the people in need.

Some of the many organiza-
tions that Arpan assists include
the Maharogi Seva Samiti - pro-
viding leprosy patients with
medical treatments and support,
the Pragati Andh Vidyalaya -
educating the visually impaired
and allowing them to lead a nor-
mal life, and Parivaar Education
Society - providing care and
overall development of the home-
less children.

All the proceeds from the
play's ticket sales went to Arpan
Foundation. And the many quiet
philanthropists in the audience
donated money on the spot to
Arpan Foundation raising over
$10,000 in charitable funds.
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By Nidhi Singhal

IRVINE, CA: Is there a face to the

common man? Is there a voice of the
common man? When we think about
a 'common man', usually the picture

of some poor, helpless, dumbstruck

man comes to mind. About more
than 50 years ago, Padmavibhushan
Mr. R K Laxman started giving a
face to the common man and relate

to his problems in general. Over the

past fifty years his n«.:conm of the

Common Man's One Man Show a successful fundraiser for Arpan

Comnon Man's
One Man Show
a successful
fundraiser for
Arpan
— Continued from page Bl

But with the constitution of India
giving freedom of expression, the
cartoons continued to be printed on
the front page of the Times of India
and in celebration of its 150th year a
stamp adorning the common man was
also issued!

"Giving a voice to the common
man so that it infiltrates the depths of
Indians all over the world is what
inspired me to do this show", said
Prof. Kelkar to News Asia.

Plus the show was for a wonder-
ful cause which raised $12,000
on the spot. Completely put together
by volunteers the show was a true
delight to watch making the 300
strong audience laugh every now and
then by the common man's simple
truths.







